
Running Start Financial Responsibilities 
The Running Start program saves families thousands of dollars in tuition money. However, the program is not entirely free. 
Cost should not prevent students from participating, so please let us know if you have a special financial need. 

Quarterly Tuition 
Running Start students are not charged tuition in most situations. Tuition is only charged in these situations:   

• Student opts to take additional credits above their eligibility (see reverse). The rate is $123.58 per 
credit. This tuition can be waived for low income (see below).  

• Student opts to take courses that are below the college level (number below 100). The rate is $123.58 
per credit. This tuition cannot be waived.  

Fees 
Running Start students are required to pay the same mandatory fees as other college students. These fees are 
proposed and approved by the WCC student government.  Fees cover services such as the Student Recreation 
Center, computer labs, and Learning Center tutoring.  

 
In addition to quarterly fees, students enrolled in certain classes must pay 
the related Lab & Materials Fees:  

• Art & Graphic Design - $15 to $25 

• Science Lab Classes - $20 to $30 

• Dance - $25 

• CIS - $15 to $25 

• PE 126 - $20 

• Other classes may be added to this list during the year.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Fee Waiver 
Students who qualify for free or reduced-priced meals at school, are in foster care, or receive government 
assistance (i.e. food stamps, medical) are eligible for a waiver.  If you are eligible, we encourage you to 
complete the Fee Waiver Petition, available at Admission and in the Running Start Office. Federal Financial Aid 
(FAFSA) is not available until a student has graduated high school. 

Books and Supplies 
All college students are responsible for obtaining their own textbooks and supplies.  You can find the required 
and recommended textbooks at bookstore.whatcom.edu about a month before the quarter begins.   
Some ways to acquire your textbooks: 

• Purchase or rent textbooks from the WCC Bookstore or an online retailer (like Amazon or Chegg). 

• Apply for our Running Start Book Loan program under “Related Links” at whatcom.edu/RunningStart. 
Priority is given to students on a Fee Waiver. 

• WCC Library has many textbooks on reserve to use in the library for two hours at a time.  

Credits College Fees* 2023-24 

1 $12.32 

2 $24.64 

3 $36.96 

4 $49.28 

5 $61.60 

6 $73.92 

7 $86.24 

8 $98.56 

9 $110.88 

10 $123.20 

11 $129.52 

12 $135.84 

13 $142.16 

14 $148.48 

15 $154.80 

https://bookstore.whatcom.edu/home.aspx
https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xe3XIeLgtEO2gQWXHNAtNcWiyiEiaodKvVsH5f28XrJUN1FaR0VLNzNNUEpLMDNUT1oyUk5XVUZCSy4u
https://www.whatcom.edu/future-students/what-type-of-student-are-you/running-start

